
 

Upcomin g Events  
 

·  Stardate North Island –14  to 18 January, 2010 
Stardate is an annual event organised by the Phoenix Astronomical and held in the Tukituki Valley, 

Hawkes Bay. This is an astronomical gathering for people who are interested in observing the stars 

through a variety of telescopes brought along by participants and for those interested in participating in 

workshops and listening to a variety of interesting and informative talks. Registration and event 

information can be found here - www.astronomynz.org.nz/stardate/stardate-2.html  

 

·  Stardate Staveley South Island –15  to 18 January, 2010 
Make plans now and book for next years South Island Stardate.  The organising committee is pleased to 

announce that David Malin, world famous astronomer and astroimaging pioneer will be a special guest at 

Stardate South Island 2010. David will provide a range of talks that may include, Galileo, the Southern 

Cross and his personal journey from microscopes to telescopes.  Information and registration details can 

be found here - www.forestry.ac.nz/euan/stardate 

 

·  14th Workshop on Gravitational Microlensing  in Auckland  – 18 to 20 January, 2010 

Are you interested in learning  about Gravitational Microlensing?  If so, this workshop is for you. 

Microlensing is continuing to produce new results on extra solar planets, stellar structure, and cosmology 

(to name just a few). This meeting will bring together researchers in microlensing as well as those 

involved in related theoretical and observational fields. 

To register your attendance - http://microlens2010.massey.ac.nz/index.html  

 

·  Free Public Astronomy Symposium  – 22 January, 2010 
You are invited to attend a special all-day free public astronomy lecture hosted by the University of 

Auckland Faculty of Science where local and international speakers will cover a wide range of 

astronomical subjects. There is sure to be something here for everyone.   

Further information and registration details can be found here   www.phy.auckland.ac.nz  or download 

the symposium poster www.phy.auckland.ac.nz/assets/images/AstronomySym.jpg  

 

·  Richard Dawkins Speaking in New Zealand  – March 10 – 13,  2010 
This is not  an astronomical subject, but is well worth knowing about in advance, especially for those 

interested in Evolutionary Biology.   Richard Dawkins is in New Zealand and will be giving two only public 

lectures. (1) Wellington March 10th  and  (2) Auckland  March 13th . Further information and ticket 

purchase for these events can be obtained through ITICKET  http://apollo.iticket.co.nz/index.asp  
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STARDATES: North and South Island Events 

Stardate Northland is an annual event organised 

by the Phoenix Astronomical and held in the hot 

and very sunny Tukituki Valley, Hawkes Bay. 

This is an astronomical gathering for  people who 

are interested in observing the stars through a 

variety of telescopes brought along by 

participants and for those interested in 

participating in workshops and listening to a 

variety of interesting and informative talks.  

Registrations 

For registration details and event information 

please check the website below or contact 

Contact: Kay Leather, hellfa@xtra.co.nz  

Website: 

www.astronomynz.org.nz/stardate/stardate-2.hml  
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Make plans now and book for next years 

South Island Stardate. The organising 

committee are very pleased to announce that 

David Malin, World famous astronomer and 

astroimaging pioneer will be a special guest 

at Stardate South Island 2010. David will 

provide a range of talks that may include 

Galileo, the Southern Cross and his personal 

journey from microscopes to telescopes.  

Registrations 

Registrations are running well ahead of the 

usual numbers at this time. We may have to 

limit numbers to this event. If you wish to 

attend, please don’t delay. You can register 

on line here; 

Website:  www.forestry.ac.nz/euan/stardate  
 
 

Staveley 15 – 18 January, 2010 Hawkes Bay  14 – 18 January, 2010 

   

 

 



 

 
 

 

                                          

You are invited to attend a special all-day public astronomy lecture hosted by the University of Auckland 

Faculty of Science. Come along and listen to local and international speakers describe the search for habitable 

planets in our Milky Way Galaxy; The nature of ‘dark matter’ and ‘dark energy’; Cosmic structure, Black Holes, 

and the early Universe; Gamma ray bursts, life in extreme environments, new space missions and 

gravitational lenses.  There is something here for everyone to enjoy. 

Further information including speakers and registration details  http://www.phy.auckland.ac.nz  
 

The University of 
Auckland Proudly 

Presents 
Free all-day lectures 

 

The Owen Glenn building 
22 January, 2010 

9.15am – 4.30pm 

The World at Night 
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Moon and other 
Education Resources  
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Steve Butler Reports……………. 

On Saturday 21st November the biennial Southland Heritage Day was held where community 

groups put on displays and activities. This year’s theme was "The Way We Were in the 1950's". 

The Southland Astronomical Society borrowed a heritage tent and set out to tell the 

astronomical story of the 1950's in Southland. 1957 -58 was the International Geophysical Year 

and Southland played a part with an auroral radar on Bluff Hill and the Awarua Marine Radio 

station played an important role in communicating with New Zealanders doing atmospheric 

research in Antarctica.  

Unfortunately the Antarctic theme prevailed on the day with atrocious weather which wrecked 

our  tent early in the morning. We transferred to one of the big marquees to present astronomy 

from the 1950's through the IYA2009 and into the future to a reduced crowd of around 2000. 

 

The Southland Astronomical Society  

Has Elected New Officers for 2010.  
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Cosmology  
 
Dark Matter and Dark Energy 
 
Planet Hunting (Search for another Earth) 
 
Search for Life (Extreme Environments for Life) 
 
Astronomy from Space 
 
Planet formation 
 
 

 

Southlands Heritage Day 

  

RSNZ Committee of Astronomical Sciences – WHO? 
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