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Applause for Ports of Auckland’s “bright idea”

Ports of Auckland’s new floodlights are winning praise for conserving energy and not lighting up the night sky. 

The Company invested $900,000 in replacing 1,300 older style floodlights at its Auckland port with 650 new environmentally friendly floodlights. The new, more efficient lighting is producing 10 times less light spill outside port operational areas and substantially less glare. The recent lighting upgrade is also expected to cut the company’s electricity use by 15% a year.

“Put into perspective, the electricity savings from replacing the floodlights could power 400 average households a year,” says Tomas Jonsson, Ports of Auckland's Technical Manager Electrical.

Ports of Auckland is being commended for installing the new improved lighting, receiving praise from the local community and Auckland City.
"The change has made a profound improvement to the night sky in the port area making it less intrusive for neighbouring properties during night operations.  The reduction in glare skywards also gives a much clearer nightscape view of the central city from the bridge, the North Shore and from city high spots looking out across the harbour," said Jo Wiggins who leads Auckland City's CBD special projects team. 
“The council welcomes anything that contributes to the environmental quality of the CBD and surrounds in keeping with our Auckland's CBD Into the Future vision for a dynamic city operating 24/7,” she added.
The new floodlights have a higher ground-focused light output, hence fewer lights needed. This is due to the special type of reflectors being used that control the light beam more effectively.  These new highly efficient floodlights – called OptiVision – were supplied by Philips, the world’s largest lighting producer, manufacturer and marketer of lighting products for industrial, commercial and consumer markets.
“Not only is the new floodlighting good news for the city nightscape and our neighbours, but the lighting in operational areas is significantly better. This is boosting safety and security at the port, which is essential for us to service ships around the clock,” says Sandy Gibson, General Manager of Axis Intermodal. Axis Intermodal is Ports of Auckland’s container terminal operator. 
The new lighting is also good news for harbour users as there is now minimal night glare from the port.

Ports of Auckland marine team member Jamie McGregor says: “The new lighting is especially pleasing from the water. On the tugs and pilot boat, our visibility at night has greatly increased.”
The lighting upgrade is one of several projects at Ports of Auckland that will reduce the company’s demand on power supplies that produce carbon emissions, in line with the Kyoto Protocol. 

Ports of Auckland’s Chief Executive Geoff Vazey says: “Ports of Auckland supports the need for new electricity infrastructure in New Zealand so we don’t face power outages in the future. However, as a large electricity user we are continually looking for ways to conserve energy and be more energy efficient."
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For further information, please contact Karen Bradshaw, Corporate Communications Manager, phone 09 309 1255, fax 09 367 5455, mobile 0274 777 501, or e-mail bradshawk@poal.co.nz
Media Release











Page 2

